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Abstract

In recent decades, artificial intelligence (Al) has emerged as a
transformative megatrend, reshaping the economic, social, political,
security, and ethical structures of the world. Recognizing the strategic
importance of Al, China has developed comprehensive governance
frameworks and policies aimed not only at enhancing its domestic Al
capabilities but also at influencing the global technological order in this
domain. The central question of this study is whether China can become
an unrivaled global leader in Al through its model of smart governance.
To address this question, the article first examines the global significance
of Al, then analyzes China's comprehensive policies, innovation
ecosystem, technological infrastructure, and practical requirements for
Al development. Ethical, security, and social considerations, along with
human capital and international engagement, are also evaluated. Findings
suggest that China, through substantial investments in infrastructure and
close collaboration among government, industry, and academia, as well
as its emphasis on standardization, plays a key role in shaping
international norms and paradigms. However, the ultimate success of
China’s leadership depends on its ability to balance rapid development
with responsibility, ensure transparency, protect privacy, and foster
international cooperation. While China leads in global Al governance,
the sustainability of its leadership hinges on its capacity to address
ethical and geopolitical challenges.
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‘- natural language processing
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