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Abstract
In the era of globalization, cities are not merely geographical entities;
they are active actors in the international arena, capable of influencing
economic, cultural, and social interactions. One of the most important
practical mechanisms to realize this role is the sister city or twin city
programs, which enable the exchange of experience, knowledge,
culture, and economic cooperation among cities. This study addresses
the central research question: *What is the importance and
effectiveness of sister city relationships?* Using a document analysis
approach, empirical evidence, and examination of both international
and domestic case studies, the research demonstrates that these
relationships, beyond their symbolic aspects, create tangible capacities
for strengthening urban diplomacy, sustainable development, and
cross-border networking. Findings emphasize that the success of such
programs depends on clearly defined objectives, active participation
of urban institutions, and attention to cultural differences.
Consequently, sister city partnerships serve as a strategic and practical
tool for enhancing international cooperation and urban development.
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