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Analyzing the Historical and Geopolitical Roots of the
Imposed War between Iran and Iraqg: From the Algiers
Agreement to the September 1980 Aggression

Mmohsen Aarabi’

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the historical and structural roots of
the imposed war between Iran and Iraq by examining the
evolution of bilateral relations prior to 1979. The central
research question is: What were the historical and geopolitical
roots of the imposed war between Iran and Irag, from the Algiers
Agreement to the September 1980 aggression? The study’s
primary hypothesis posits that Iraq’s aggression in September
1980 was not a sudden event but rather the result of years of
accumulated border tensions, geopolitical rivalry, and shifts in
the regional balance of power. The present study demonstrates
that following the July 14, 1958 coup, the Ba'athist regime relied
on Arab nationalism to consolidate its power, viewing any
change in the regional structure as a threat to its survival. Iran’s
entry into CENTO and the implementation of the Nixon
Doctrine fostered Baghdad’s suspicion toward Tehran,
escalating disputes over the Arvand Rud (Shatt al-Arab) to the
peak of hostility. Although the Algiers Agreement in 1974,
mediated by Algeria, temporarily halted hostilities and stabilized
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borders based on the thalweg line, this accord deepened Saddam
Hussein’s underlying dissatisfaction. The fall of the Pahlavi
regime and the rise of the Islamic Republic of Iran transformed
these equations; Tehran no longer committed to maintaining the
status quo, while Baghdad, having rebuilt its military capabilities
and exploiting Iran’s internal instability, calculated that the time
was ripe for reclaiming territorial claims and suppressing the
influence of the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: Iran-lraq Relations, Algiers Agreement, Imposed
War, Iraqi Foreign Policy, 1970s.
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