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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the historical, religious, and geopolitical roots of
the confrontation between two major regional powers, Iran and the Ottoman
Empire, by examining the evolution of borders and diplomatic treaties from
the late Safavid period until the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. The central
research question is: What were the common factors in the border and
ideological disputes between Iran and the Ottomans, and how did these
tensions lead to the formation of current border lines? The study’s primary
hypothesis posits that the competition for sovereignty over Mesopotamia
and the Arvand Rud (Shatt al-Arab), coupled with the Shia-Sunni sectarian
divide, constituted the main axis of conflict between these two powers. The
present study demonstrates that following the Peace of Amasya and Istanbul,
the Treaty of Zuhab (Qasr-e Shirin) in 1049 AH/1639 CE marked a turning
point in stabilizing the borders; however, ambiguity in interpreting its
provisions, particularly regarding the Arvand Rud, led to recurring disputes
during the Qajar era. Although Nader Shah Afshar attempted to restore
balance through religious and military reforms, the Treaties of Erzurum |
and Il during the Qajar period highlighted the growing influence of external
powers (Britain and Russia) in determining border destinies. Ultimately, the
Tehran and Istanbul Protocols on the eve of World War | were never fully
implemented.

Keywords: Iran and the Ottomans, Treaty of Zuhab, Istanbul
Protocol, World War I, Collapse of the Ottoman Empire.
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