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The Impact of Social Capital on Indicators of Political
Development

Sahar Sajadian’

Abstract

This article aims to examine the impact of social capital on the
indicators of political development. Specifically, it focuses on
key indicators such as free and fair elections, human rights and
civil liberties, political participation, rule of law, and the
protection of minorities. The primary research question
addresses the nature of the relationship between social capital
and these political development indicators. The findings
indicate that social capital serves as a crucial component
influencing political development. By enhancing political
awareness and civic education, social capital contributes to
improving the quality of elections. Citizens with higher levels
of political knowledge are better equipped to make informed
decisions when electing their representatives. Furthermore,
societies with high levels of social capital typically exhibit a
culture that respects human rights and democratic values. This
fosters an environment where laws and policies protect
fundamental citizen rights, including freedom of speech and
press freedom.
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In another dimension, social capital increases citizens'
motivation and capacity for political participation. Educated
and aware individuals are more inclined to join political parties,
civil society groups, and engage in volunteer activities, all of
which contribute to strengthening democracy. Educational and
awareness-raising systems, which are integral parts of social
capital, help citizens understand their rights and duties within
the legal framework. This strengthens the rule of law and
ensures that governments and institutions operate fairly and
justly. Ultimately, societies with strong social capital often
possess dynamic and active civil institutions that defend the
rights of minorities and vulnerable groups. These entities can
effectively voice their concerns to the government and prevent
discrimination and human rights violations. This study employs
a descriptive-analytical method based on library sources.
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