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Abstract

Throughout history, technology has played a pivotal role in
transforming international security paradigms. In the contemporary
era, the emergence of Artificial Intelligence (Al) has significantly
impacted these shifts, indicating that global power equations have
transitioned into a competition over data and algorithms. This
research, employing a futures studies approach and scenario analysis
method, delineates three plausible pathways for Great Power
competition by 2040: “Controlled Hybrid Competition,” “Total
Algorithmic  Warfare,” and “Technological Coexistence and
Competition.” The findings indicate that while the second scenario
possesses tactical appeal, it constitutes an existential dead-end due to
the exclusion of humans from the decision-making loop and the
heightened risk of accidental crises. Conversely, the other two
scenarios are more sustainable as they preserve human sovereignty.
The article argues that future security will be a function of
technological diplomacy and algorithmic risk management,
necessitating that the global community prevent the trap of an
autonomous arms race through the formulation of ethical regulations
and the strengthening of national data sovereignty.
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