Knowledge of political interpretation
Vol 7, No 23, Atumn 2025

ppt 118-144 Received: April 6, 2025
Accepted: July 19, 2025

The Role of Shams al-Din Muhammad Juwayni in
Organizing Iran’s Financial and Economic System During
the llkhanate Period

Zikrallah Mohammadi'
Fatemeh Abdian?

Abstract

The Mongol invasion of Iran in the early seventh century AH
dealt a severe blow to the country’s economic foundations,
leading to the destruction of cities, disruption of the tax system,
agricultural chaos, commercial stagnation, and insecurity along
trade routes. This situation persisted until the relative
stabilization of the llkhanate government and the rise of Hulagu
Khan, creating a critical context for managing Iran’s financial
and economic affairs. Despite Shams al-Din Muhammad
Juwayni’s prominent position within the Ilkhanid bureaucratic
structure, most prior studies have focused on his political and
administrative activities, leaving his economic role largely
unexamined as an independent subject. Consequently, this
research seeks to answer the following question: How did Shams
al-Din Juwayni contribute to organizing Iran’s financial and
economic system, and what impact did his actions have on
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consolidating the economic structure of the Ilkhanate period? To
address this, the present study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach, relying on primary historical sources and
contemporary scholarly works, to examine Juwayni’s role in
reforming the tax system, organizing land and agricultural
affairs, improving monetary mechanisms, and supporting
commerce. The findings indicate that Juwayni, leveraging his
bureaucratic experience and deep understanding of the critical
conditions of his era, managed to mitigate some of the fiscal
disarray and commercial stagnation, thereby laying the
groundwork for strengthening Ilkhanid authority and facilitating
the relative revival of Iran’s economy.

Keywords: Shams al-Din Muhammad Juwayni, llkhanids,
Economic Reforms, Fiscal Policy, Commerce
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